Sessions teach do’s,don’ts of housing 


Leader also talks with landlords 

BY MORGAN JOSEY Gazette Staff Reporter, published in the Gaston Gazette, page B1, 12/29/04



Jeff Thompson glides a piece of chalk across the green board, writing down a list of complaints nine women gathered with him have about renting an apartment. 
The women, all homeless, share their fears and struggles with finding affordable housing with credit woes, layoffs, broken relationships. Then Thompson shares the ABC’s of landlord-tenant relationships — how to make deposits shrink and minimize bad credit histories, how he can help landlords make their units more livable. 
"You hear on the news that we need more affordable housing," Thompson tells the women. "The affordable housing is there. You just don’t see it." 
Thompson meets monthly with women at Catherine’s House, a transitional shelter in Belmont for homeless women and children. The purpose of the sessions is to educate women about the do’s and don’ts of renting or buying a home, said Thompson, the executive director of the Virginia-based Linked Economic Development and 
Affordable Housing Foundation Inc. Then he talks to landlords on their behalf to bring them qualified tenants with case managers. 
"What I think is wonderful is Jeff’s availability to come here and speak to the group," said Bernadette McNamara, executive director of Catherine’s House. "Our goal for them is to become self-sufficient, find a job and then affordable housing." 
Thompson has helped about 15 women find housing in the year he’s been holding the sessions, he said. 
For the past four years, the Linked Economic Development and Affordable Housing Foundation has worked in Gaston County to further economic development and create safe and affordable housing for low- and moderate-income residents. 
The federal government defines affordable housing rent or mortgage costing no more than 30 percent of a householder’s gross income. About 20 percent of homeowners and 32 percent of renters are paying more than 30 percent of their gross income on housing, according to the North Carolina Low Income Housing Coalition. 
Thompson has initiated several projects since becoming executive director of the nonprofit organization in 2003. 
Current projects include: 
The foundation’s partnership with the North Carolina Care Connection Housing Partnership. The organization collaborates with housing service agencies in Gaston County to provide rental units for displaced families and single women. About 50 families and women have found housing in the past year, Thompson said. 
The Historic Marietta Street Apartment restoration. The group is partnering with Preservation North Carolina, which owns the property, hoping to convert the restored building to condominiums. 
The Habitat for Humanity Greenfield Development Partnership. This work in progress brings the foundation and Habitat for Humanity of Gaston County together to acquire and develop 40 affordable housing lots, about five of them for Habitat houses, to sell to a national public builder. 
"The land that we are using right now is land that’s been donated," said Mary Harris, executive director of the local Habitat for Humanity. "We’re getting low on lots." 
Harris said the organization hopes to complete its 59 th Habitat House this month, but only seven lots remain. 
"He’s (Thompson) working in our interest trying to find lots for affordable housing," Harris said. "I think it’s a great partnership." 
You can reach Morgan Josey at (704) 869-1902. 


